
 

His Excellency General The Hon. 
Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) 
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 

 

Peter Cosgrove was born in Sydney in 1947. The son of a soldier, he attended Waverley College in 
Sydney and graduated in 1968 from the Royal Military College, Duntroon.  
Early in his military career, he fought in Vietnam, commanding a rifle platoon. He was awarded the 
Military Cross in 1971 for his performance and leadership during an assault on enemy positions.  
In 1972, he served as Aide-de-Camp to Governor-General Sir Paul Hasluck. He returned to regimental 
life as second in command of a Company, rising to Adjutant then Company Commander in the Army’s 
5th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (5 RAR), then 5/7 RAR in Holsworthy, Sydney. Subsequent 
appointments included a period as a tactics instructor at the Army’s Infantry Centre in Singleton, 
New South Wales; a year’s study at the United States Marine Corps Staff College in Quantico, USA; 
extended periods of duty in the United Kingdom and India; and command of 1 RAR. He was 
appointed a Member in the Military Division of the Order of Australia (AM) for his service in 
command in 1983-84.  
Peter Cosgrove came to national attention in 1999 when, as Commander of the International Task 
Force East Timor (INTERFET), he was responsible for overseeing that country’s transition to 
independence. For his leadership in this role he was promoted to Companion in the Military Division 
of the Order of Australia (AC). Promoted to Lieutenant General, he was appointed Chief of Army in 
2000. After further promotion to General, he served as Chief of the Defence Force from 2002-2005. 
He retired from the Australian Defence Force in 2005.  
Subsequently, he accepted positions on several boards, including QANTAS, Cardno and the Australian 
Rugby Union. He was appointed by the Queensland Government to lead the taskforce rebuilding 
communities in the Innisfail region following the devastation caused by Cyclone Larry in 2006. From 
2007 to 2012, he chaired the Council of the Australian War Memorial, and served as Chancellor of 
the Australian Catholic University from 2010 until early 2014.  
On 25 March 2014, Prime Minister Tony Abbott announced that General Cosgrove would become 
Principal Knight in the Order of Australia when sworn in as Governor-General.  
General Sir Peter Cosgrove gave the Boyer Lectures series, “A Very Australian Conversation” in 2009. 
His autobiography “My Story” was published in 2006. He was named Australian of the Year in 2001.  
An avid sports follower, General Sir Peter Cosgrove takes particular interest in rugby and cricket.  
He and his wife Lady Cosgrove have three adult sons and one grandson. 

  

 

Sky de Jersey 
Settlement Council of Australia (SCOA) 
Executive Officer 

 

Sky is the Executive Officer of the Settlement Council of Australia. Sky spent 5 years working with 
recently arrived refugees for the St Vincent de Paul Society, firstly managing direct settlement 
services, and then coordinating all migrant and refugee activities for Vinnies in NSW. This role 
included membership on the Refugee Council Board, a position Sky retained while shifting sectors, 
spending time working in international development and intellectual disability.  Spending 9 years as a 
teenager in Africa shaped Sky’s engagement with the world, leading her to study anthropology and 
philosophy, culminating in a Masters in Applied Anthropology and Development Studies at 
Macquarie University.  

Building Community Cohesion Through Inclusive Settlement  

The Settlement Council of Australia (SCOA) is the peak national settlement agency representing more 
than 80 settlement organisations in all states and territories, each with its own constituency of 
organisations. 

The paper will discuss the focus of the work undertaken within the settlement sector to support and 
strengthen community cohesion. 

Settlement agencies are often the first contact newly arrived migrants and refugees have with 
Australian institutions.  As such they play an important role in fostering community understanding 
and cohesion within and between the many different communities in Australia.  

Direct examples will be given of grassroots programs that are proving effective in building links 
within the community.  The presentation will also explore conceptual issues surrounding building 
community cohesion which arise in the development and delivery of community cohesion programs.  

The need for cross-agency, cross-government and government–NGO partnership in supporting 
programs developing policy that can be owned and implemented at the local level by all Australians 
has never been greater. 

The settlement sector specialises in receiving and settling new arrivals and, in so doing, has 
developed an extensive repository of knowledge and experience critical to fostering community 
cohesion and engagement of new arrivals with other Australians in metropolitan centres and 
regional and remote areas. 
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